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Developing a (Really) Pedestrian Friendly Town

This letter follows on from our correspondence of March 6™ 2006* — sent over a year
ago on the subject of developing Golden as a Pedestrian friendly town.

We indicate below the broad outline of a pedestrian plan we would ask the City of
Golden to urgently undertake as a planning priority:

1. Research International Best Practice. As we pointed out in March 2006, Golden’s
pedestrian crossings exist in name only. They do not have the signage, engineering or
enforcement to merit being treated as serious pedestrian crossings. This is still the case
in May 2007.

Cars enjoy the right of way at pedestrian crossings in Golden and pedestrians do not.
Until this changes Golden is not, and can never be, a truly pedestrian friendly town. We
would ask the City of Golden to research international best practice in crossing design
by:
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e Reviewing best practice guidelines and standards from around the US and world.
This includes best practice in signage (for drivers, pedestrians), road markings,
road engineering etc.

e Undertake a study trip to Boulder or other Colorado cities to learn from their
pedestrian crossing design and experience.

e Urgently organize and undertake a ‘Safe Routes’ study of school pedestrian
routes and possible improvements for Golden Schools with the Colorado Dept of
Transportation as outlined in the attached article, page 3 (Golden Transcript,
3/22/07).

e Consult with the community to define the crossings that should be upgraded to
international best practice.

e Define the crossings that will be removed (painted over) — eliminating the
possibility of confusion.

2. Build. We would then ask the City of Golden to upgrade the nominated set of
crossings to best practice guidelines over the next 12, 24 and 36 months. While the
timeline can be flexible based on budget constraints and other priorities — a timeline
should be set and published. We would also ask that the findings of the ‘Safe Route’
study are implemented to assist with ‘Walk to School’ efforts over a similar, 12, 24 or 36
month time period.

3. Enforce. Finally we would ask the City of Golden Police department is mandated to
strictly monitor and enforce pedestrian right of way at the nominated crossings. The
efforts of Santa Fe and other New Mexico Police Departments in this area are outlined
in the attached Denver Post article, page 4 (Denver Post, 4/8/07). This enforcement
should coincide with the upgrade of signage and road design at the nominated
crossings. A ‘Look out for pedestrians and yield right of way at crossings’ (or similar)
sign could be placed at major entry roads into Golden to help educate drivers.

We hope that Golden embraces the opportunity to become a truly pedestrian friendly
community and look forward to your feedback on this letter.

Kind Regards

Chris Adams. Susan Baldacci.

411 East Street, Golden, CO 80403.

Tel: 303 216 2858 (H), 303 484 1655 (W), Mobile: 303 842 3394.
Email: adamsbaldacci@comcast.net

o Reference: ‘Developing a (Really) Pedestrian Friendly Town’, Chris Adams, Susan Baldacci,
March 6™ 2006.
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Reference: “Walk this Way” — Safe Routes to School Study. Golden Transcript, March
22 2007.
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Reference: “ Even superhero afraid to cross N.M drivers” — Crossing Enforcement in
New Mexico. Denver Post, April 8th 2007.
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